
Gospel Reflection for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Branching Out 

There’s a lot of work to do in today’s world. Almost daily, the TV and Radio brings terrible 

news of atrocities and disasters around the planet. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by all the bad 

news and to feel powerless to do anything. We do not consider that we can individually  

instigate change for lots of reasons. We do not feel clever enough, or brave enough or rich 

enough. In short it’s hard to know where to begin and even whether change is possible. The 

inspirational message in today’s gospel is that we can make changes as long as we work  

together. 

 

We are already familiar with the ethos of trade unions. Trade unions operate on one powerful 

principal. Individually we can be easily overlooked but together we have the power to bring 

the whole country to a stand-still and sway governments. If a trade union wanted to promote 

solidarity and unity, the vine would make an ideal logo. The vine itself is the heart of the  

union, the part that determines the ethos. The branches do the work of the vine and the fruit 

they bear is the outcome …. the final result. 

 

Today we are told that with Christ as our vine we can do great things. All too often we     

become wrapped up in developing our own spirituality, trying to work out what God means 

to us as an individual ….. striving to find our niche. It’s easy to forget that we are part of a 

huge family of people the biggest union on the planet. With Christ’s teaching and pruning, we 

as a body, have the ability to transform the world by putting faith into action. Our individual 

responsibility is to look for ways in which we can become part of the overall plan. We don’t 

have to branch out alone; we branch out as a team. 

Date: 3rd May 2015. 
Volume XIV Number 24 

Parish of St. Joseph & St. Benildus and St. Mary’s 
Newtown Road, Waterford City, Ireland 

 

PARISH INFORMATION 

PRIESTS 

Fr. Liam Power PP     873073         

Fr. John Treacy, CC    843207                           

Fr. R. Liddane, A.P.   874284                         

Parish Office & Sacristy:  878977                    

Newsletter Team: 

jbmnews@gmail.com  

A priest is available to help you 

in Ss. Joseph & Benildus Church 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 

from 7.00 pm - 8.00 pm. 

NEWSLETTER 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

If you wish to prepare next      

Sunday’s Readings:-  

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48. 

Ps 97:1-4. 

1Jn 4:7-10. 

Jn 15:8-17. 

MASSES THIS WEEK 

St. Joseph & St. Benildus 
Mon   10.30 am  

Tues   7.30am & 10.30am 

Wed   7.30am & 10.30 am       

Thursday 7.30am & 10.30am 

Friday 7.30am & 10.30am 

Saturday 10.30am & 6.30pm 

Sunday   10.00 am & 12noon  

 

St. Mary’s Ballygunner 
Saturday Vigil 7.00pm 

Sunday:  11am 

 

MASSES                     02/03 May 2015     9th/10th May 2015 

St.Joseph & St. Benildus Church  

 6.30 p.m.      Nora Holden     Margaret Byrne   

               

10.00 a.m.      Colm Hartley &     Paddy & Nora McCarthy 

        Donal McBride          

                 

12.00 Noon      John, Caley & Maurice Hayes   Michael Crowe 

                                                                

St. Mary’s Church 

 7.00 p.m.       Declan O’Sullivan    John Barry 

11.00 a.m.      Michael Maher     Nancy Pepper 

                  

Please remember in your prayers those who died recently 

Helena Kearney, Ballygunner 
 

And those whose anniversaries and birthdays occur 

John Cummins 
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Last Sunday’s Collection 
 

€2,513 
 

Thank you for your generous 
offering 

Recent Baptisms 

 

Ciara Michael O’Sullivan, 

Alex Jack Colfer, 

Daniel O’Grady, 

Thomas Widger 
Hospitalité de Notre Dame de Lourdes 

On behalf of the Waterford Deanery of the  

Lourdes Diocesan Pilgrimage, we wish to acknowledge 

receipt of 585euro from the Wednesday morning group in 

Ss.Joseph and Benildus church.  The money will be used to 

support a sick person to travel on this year’s pilgrimage.  

The deanery would be happy to support a sick person from 

the parish to travel on the pilgrimage next year.  

Well Done ! 
Sincere thanks and  

congratulations to the girls in 4th, 

5th and 6th classes in St.John of 

God school, who raised 800euro 

for Trócaire, from their Easter 

Chick Sale and Cake Sale. 

Parents’ Meeting  -  Before Baptism of Children. 

Wednesday May 13th, 7.30pm-8.30pm, Parish Centre. 

This is an opportunity to meet other parents, members of 

the Baptism Team, and to deepen our awareness of the  

importance of this Sacrament.  

 At our last meeting in March, we had 14 parents and  

2 babies !! 

Parents’ meetings will be facilitated by Fr.Liam and the 

Baptism team. 

Ferrybank Re-union 

Sacred Heart of Mary  

Ferrybank, Leaving Cert class of 

1975. 

If you or someone you know sat their 

Leaving Cert in Sacred Heart of 

Mary, Ferrybank in 1975, and are 

interested in attending our 40th  

Re-union this coming September, 

please contact a member of the  

committee at  :  

ferrybank1975classreun-

ion@gmail.com for information.  

We welcome help in finding our  

fellow  classmates. 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to the children 

from Newtown National School 

who made their First Holy    

Communion last weekend.  

Many thanks to their teachers for 

their work outside school hours 

to prepare the children for this 

sacrament.  It was much          

appreciated.  

Trócaire: Nepal emergency response 

Trócaire today committed an initial 100,000 euro to the Nepal Emergency  

Response.  The focus is on getting food, shelter and water to people left homeless 

as a result of last Saturday’s devastating earthquake. 

Noreen Gumbo, Head of Humanitarian programmes, said that aid is already  

reaching affected communities. “ Our partner organisations in Nepal have already 

begun distributing shelter, food and water to people left homeless by the  

earthquake.  Food and water are desperately needed.  We are pledging an initial 

100,000euro to support their efforts and to ensure that more survivors are reached 

in these crucial days.  Sadly, the death toll in Nepal is likely to rise.   

Many thousands of people are homeless as a result of the earthquake.  With over 

60 aftershocks having hit Nepal since Saturday, people are too scared to go back 

inside and so an estimated one million people are sleeping in open spaces. “ 

 

Fr. Pius Perumana, Director of Caritas Nepal, warned that the death toll could be 

three times as high as currently estimated.  “We are distributing the necessary 

things—tarpaulin, tents, food.  People are in dire need.  I have seen a lot of  

destruction, with so many buildings collapsed.  People are still trapped in  

buildings and we don’t know whether they are dead or alive.  Most of the shops 

and markets are closed so there is reduced availability of food, water and sanitary 

items.  What the people need immediately is shelter.  Temperatures are dropping 

at night and there is also rain.  Children are sleeping outside at night.  It is really 

traumatic for them. Over 3,000 are confirmed dead but I have heard estimates that 

it will be at least three times higher because we are still getting reports from  

outlying districts and villages where there are no communications facilities.” 

 

Donations can be made at trocaire.org or by phone to 1850 408 408. 

Lasallian Projects 2015 

The De La Salle volunteers going to Dawhan in Northern Ethiopia 

will speak about their work at all Masses in Ss.Joseph & Benildus 

church and St.Mary’s on 9th/10th May and will be holding a  

collection outside the churches after Mass.  

Cnoc Buí Active Retirement 

The next meeting of the Cnoc Buí   

Active Retirement Group will be held 

on 6th May at 2pm in the Woodlands  

Hotel  


