
Gospel Reflection for the Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 
It’s the end of the day and you have been on your feet for the last twelve hours If one more  

person makes demands on your good nature you will surely snap. Enough is enough; it’s time 

to retreat. It’s when you are feeling this desperate need for your own space that you can    

perhaps best appreciate the compassion of Jesus in today’s gospel. 

 

Exhausted by the demands of the crowds, Jesus and his apostles escaped by boat to find a 

quiet place to rest. Unfortunately, the crowds worked out where Jesus was off to and beat him 

to it. Jesus stepped out of the boat to be greeted by the same crowd he had just left behind. He 

might have been forgiven at this point for snapping, for showing complete exasperation.   

Instead, Jesus is moved by pity because ‘they are like sheep without a shepherd.’ These are 

people who long to be taught, or long to find cures for loved ones. These are people who have 

no one else to turn to but Jesus, and so Jesus sets about putting their needs before his own.  

 

Jesus is not promoting a work-until-you-drop ethic here. It’s important to remember in this 

story that Jesus was showing his apostles equal compassion. The apostles had just returned 

from their mission to evangelise. They had travelled many miles, and spent many hours in 

preaching and in driving out unclean spirits. Jesus’ ministry had been multiplied by twelve 

and it didn’t take a genius to guess that the small party of men, would suddenly be swamped 

by excited crowds making hungry demands. Jesus clearly saw that his apostles needed rest 

and it was for this reason he suggested they make a get away. 

 

We live a lifestyle nowadays where time has become telescoped. We are surrounded by    

devices and modes of transport designed to save us time, yet we are left with a horrible      

feeling that somehow, instead of creating more time we have simply ended up living in a fast 

lane. We work faster, travel faster and eat faster. We rush to fill our lives with more work and 

yet more work still. We take work home with us from the office and even take our work on 

holiday with us. Retreating from the world is more important now than ever. We all need 

time to recharge our batteries both physically and spiritually. We all need time to slow down 

and decide where our priorities really lie. 
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A priest is available to help you 

in Ss. Joseph & Benildus Church 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 

from 7.00 pm - 8.00 pm. 

NEWSLETTER 
 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

If you wish to prepare next      

Sunday’s Readings:-  
17th Sunday in Ordinary time 

2 Kgs 4:42-44. 

Ps 144:10-11, 15-18. 

Eph 4:1-6. 

Jn 6:1-15. 

MASSES THIS WEEK 

St. Joseph & St. Benildus 
Mon   7.30am & 10.30 am  

Tues   7.30am & 10.30am 

Wed   7.30am & 10.30 am       

Thursday 7.30am & 10.30am 

Friday 7.30am & 10.30am 

Sat 10.30am & 6.30pm 

Sunday   10.00 am & 12noon  

 

St. Mary’s Ballygunner 

Sat  7.00pm 

Sunday:  11am 

 

MASSES                     18th/19th July 2015    25th/26th July 2015 

St.Joseph & St. Benildus Church  

 6.30 p.m.      Noreen Murphy    Grace, Eileen & Chris Falconer

              

10.00 a.m.      Don Brennan    Eileen Dowling   

                   

           

12.00 Noon      John Walsh     Jim & Brendan Phelan                                                          

St. Mary’s Church 

 7.00 p.m.       The Flynn Family    Thomas Keane   

         

11.00 a.m.       Mary Lyons     Michael Troy                                                
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Last Sunday’s Collection 
 

€2,471 
 

Thank you for your generous 
offering 

The Rise of the Roses                                                                    

This is the initiative of a group of imaginative and faith-filled young 

women from Tyrone to celebrate this Year of Consecrated Life by 

organising a Summer Tour of Ten Convents on ten consecutive   

Saturdays from June to August.  They are inviting other girls and 

young women to join the Rise of the Roses tour and meet these    

religious communities to “rediscover the beauty of a life promised to 

God”. The Rise of the Roses Summer  Tour  is coming to the    

Diocese of Waterford and Lismore to St.Mary’s Abbey, Glencairn 

25th July: 2.30pm-6pm.  We are inviting young girls and women to 

come and meet the sisters, find out more about life in a Cistercian       

monastery, and celebrate this Year of Consecrated Life with us in 

prayer, song, friendship and tea.   

 Admission free. For more information, www.glencairnabbey.org   

or vocations@glencairnabbey.org. 

Closure of “link” corridor. 

We regret to inform you that the “link” corridor between the Church 

and Parish Centre ( St. Joseph and St.Benildus Church ) has become 

structurally unsafe, and for safety reasons is closed.  The corridor 

needs to be removed and replaced.  Work begins in the next few 

weeks.   The church can only be accessed through the front door. 

You may still access the Parish Office from the church carpark.  

Thank you for your co-operation.  Estimated cost is 50-60,000euro. 

Croagh Patrick 

National Pilgrimage July 24th 

( Local Pilgrimage ).  Mass on the 

summit at 10am.  Mass in Croagh 

Patrick car park at 7.30pm. 

Reek Sunday 26th July. 

Confessions on the summit from 

7.30am—2pm. 

Mass on the summit every half 

hour from 8am—2pm. 

St.Declan’s Way Walk 

Cashel to Cahir 

Saturday July 25th 2015 
Bookings are now being taken for 

the upcoming St.Declan’s Way 

Walk with the Knockmealdown 

Active Team on Saturday July 

25th  along the scenic first portion 

of St.Declan’s Way, from the 

Rock of Cashel to Cahir. 

Full details are available on the 

website at http://

www.kmdactive.com or the Face-

book page http://

www.facebook.com/

knockmealdown. 

The cost for the walk is 20euro, 

but there is an  “early bird” offer 

of 15euro currently available. 

Booking now at http://

www.kmdact.com/walking –

events/. 
Weekly Envelopes 

The order for weekly envelopes will be made over the next week.  If 

you wish to contribute to the weekly collection by envelope, please 

give your name to the Parish Office on 051 878977.  Boxes of     

envelopes will be distributed with the Autumn collection. 

Please remember in your prayers those who died recently 

Brendan Murray,  Riverview 

Those who died about a month ago 

Vivienne Burke 

And those whose anniversaries and birthdays occur 

Bertie Sherman,  Jack O’Brien,  Ted De Cloet 

St.Declan 

July 24th is the Feast of St.Declan,   

Bishop and Patron of the Diocese of  

Waterford & Lismore.  Declan is       

considered to be one of the pre-Patrician 

saints.  He was of noble blood.  Colman, 

a local priest, baptised him.  He was  

ordained priest  ( and possibly bishop ) in 

Europe.  He settled in Ardmore and  

evangelised the Decies country.  

Launch of Laudato Si, Care for our Common Home. 

 

On Tuesday 28th July, 7.30pm.in the Tower Hotel, Fr. Sean 

McDonagh, a leading environmental theologian who was involved 

in the drafting of Laudato Si, will introduce the Encyclical to    

Waterford and will discuss its implications for us locally.           

We hope as many as possible will come to hear Seán, who has  

dedicated his life and work to raising awareness of the threat of 

climate change and environmental destruction.  


