
Gospel Reflection for the Third Sunday of Lent 

Courting Spiritual Disaster 
In Biblical days there were those who feared that disasters were God’s punishment on those 

who had led sinful lives.  Jesus sweeps aside the inference.  Of course those who have died 

in disasters have not brought about their own demise.  God is not in the business of dishing 

out vengeful punishments, he is in the business of giving out second chances and          

clean slates.  Having said that, Jesus’ reassurance comes with a word of warning. 

 

What did the victims of recent earthquakes, and the disasters mentioned in today’s gospel    

reading have in common?  None of those victims could have suspected when they left home 

that morning that they were about to live out their last day.  How many of those victims 

would have lived life differently if they had known they were about to die?  Armed with the 

knowledge of when we were to depart this world we would put our relationships in order 

and live out any unfulfilled ambition.  Today’s gospel is one of urgency.  God gives us 

chance after chance, but inevitably there will be a last chance and we cannot court spiritual 

disaster by not being prepared.  

 

So in what ways do we court spiritual disaster?  Jesus tells us a parable about a fig tree.  

The fig tree draws nutrients from the soil for three years, yet bears no fruit.  The owner  

becomes exasperated at how useless the tree is and demands it be cut down, but the        

gardener suggests giving the tree another chance.  We are like that fig tree if we live useless 

and selfish lives, but God, like the caring gardener in Jesus’ parable is always ready to give 

us a second change and fresh opportunity.  The past we are told doesn’t have to equal the 

future.  We can change. 

 

Jesus tells us “Repent or perish!”  It sounds like a threat but in fact it’s a simple reality.   

We will perish spiritually if we don’t live out useful lives.  We are invited to look again at 

skills and talents that up until today we may have ignored, failed to cultivate or used to the 

wrong ends.  How can we live more fruitful lives?  How can we become life’s selfless   

givers instead of life’s selfish takers? 
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If you wish to prepare 

next Sunday’s Readings: 
4th Sunday of Lent 

Ex 3:1-8, 13-15. 

Ps 102:1-4, 6-8, 11. 

1 Cor 10: 1-6, 10-12. 

Lk 13:1-9. 

MASSES THIS WEEK  

St. Joseph & St. Benildus 
Mon   7.30 am & 10.30 am 

Tues   7.30 am & 10.30 am 

Wed 7.30 am & 10.30 am 

Thurs  7.30 am & 10.30 am 

Fri       7.30 am & 10.30 am  

Sat      10.30am &  6.30pm 

Sunday   10.00 am & 12pm  

St. Mary’s Ballygunner 

First Friday: 9.30am 
Saturday:   7pm 

Sunday:  11am 

MASSES                          27th/28th Feb 2016              5th/6th Mar 2016 

St. Joseph & St. Benildus Church  

 6.30 p.m. (Sat )      Emily Doolan         Eileen Falconer & Relatives    

              

10.00 a.m.( Sun )      Anna Maher    Dymphna Ryan 

        

12.00 Noon ( Sun )     Aidan McAvinue    Breda O’Hanlon 

        

St. Mary’s Church 

7.00pm ( Sat)      Michael Power    Breda Gormley 

 

 11.00a.m ( Sun )      Damien Upton    Mossie & Josie Phelan 

 

Please remember in your prayers  

those who died about a month ago 

Peter ( Piery ) Cummins,  Noel Cooke,  George Jones 

Those whose anniversaries and birthdays occur 

Eddie Grant,  Josie Phelan,   

Gay Aylward,  Jackie Rogers, 

Fr.Billy Lyons 
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Last Sunday’s Collection 
 

€2,416 
Thank you for your generous 

offering 

 Recent Baptisms 

We welcome Jade O’Brien and  

Seán Doolan who were baptised recently.  

Please keep them, and their parents and 

Godparents in your prayers. 

Visitation Team 

Thanks to all who have volunteered to be involved in the proposed Parish            

Visitation Team.  Training will begin shortly.  All those interested in taking part in 

this venture are invited to leave contact details with the Parish Office. 

Update:   Parents’ Meeting—before 

Baptism of Children 

This month we had yet another enjoyable 

and reflective meeting. Parents and team 

spent time exploring our understanding of 

Baptism.  It was also a time for parents to 

meet each other.  May they all have a 

wonderful Christening day.   

Our next meeting will be on March 9th at 

7.30pm in the Parish Centre. 

Reflective prayerful reading of Scripture during Lent 

(Lectio Divina ) 
Come and join us weekly for reflective reading of Sunday Gospels with  prayer, 

music, stillness. March 3rd/10th, from: 7.30pm-8.30pm.  The Cry Chapel, 

St.Joseph & St.Benildus Church. Join us for one evening or all !  Lectio Divina : 

“it consists of reading God’s word in a moment of prayer and allowing it to 

 enlighten and renew us”. ( Pope Francis ) 

 

Trócaire LentenAppeal  

This year's appeal focuses on climate 

change. Trócaire believes that this is more 

than an environmental issue, it is a justice 

issue.  Trócaire Lenten Boxes are       

available on tables in the church. 

DLS U19 Basketball 

Congratulation to the  De La Salle U19 

Basketball Team, who won the All     

Ireland Colleges Final during the week.   

Drugs Awareness Programme 

Twenty TY pupils from local schools, who volunteered to be part of a Drugs 

Awareness Programme, have completed their training, which was presented by 

workers from the Irish Bishops’ Drugs Initiative.  These young people will visit 

Confirmation classes in the Parish, sharing their knowledge and encouraging    

pupils to commit to the Confirmation pledge and a healthy lifestyle.  

An Evening of Taizé 

An Evening of Taizé, with the Island of 

Ireland Peace Choir will take place in 

Mount Sion, Waterford on Friday 4th 

March at 8pm.  

Saint Vincent de Paul 

The monthly SVP collection will be taken up next weekend.  Thank you for your 

continued generosity.  

Beginning Experience Weekend 

Beginning Experience is a worldwide specially designed support programme for 

men and women who have suffered the loss of a spouse by death, separation or 

divorce to work through the grief process, and to discover for themselves that 

merely “existing” in life can be transformed into “living” a new life.  The next 

weekend is being held at the Ennismore Retreat Centre, Cork from Friday 8th 

April to Sunday 10th April 2016.  For further details please contact 087 9886480 

or email : beginningexperiencecork@gmail.com 

First Friday                                                                                                        

Mass will be celebrated in St.Mary’s, 

Ballygunner at 9.30am on Friday next, 

the First Friday of March. Communion 

will be delivered to the sick and            

housebound.   

Aifreann as Gaeilge 

Beidh Aifreann as Gaeilge I seipéal 

 Naomh Mhuire, ag 11.00 ar maidin, Lá Fhéile 

Pádraig.  Fáilte roimh chách. 

There will be an Irish language Mass in 

St.Mary’s at 11.00am, St.Patrick’s Day.  All 

are welcome . 

Lenten Movie 

The movie “Romero” , on the life of Archbishop Oscar Romero, will be shown in 

the Parish Centre ( Upstairs ) on Tuesday 15th March at 8.00pm.   

Dr.Paul Clogher ( Lecturer in Theology, W.I.T) will facilitate a discussion on the 

theme of Mercy which is one of the major themes featured in the film.  

Child Safety 

Avril Halley, Child Safety Officer in the Diocese, would like to address all those 

involved in Ministries in the Parish.  Avril wishes to inform us on new protocols 

in relation to Child Safeguarding.  The meeting will be held on Thursday April 

7th, in the Parish Hall at 7.30pm. 

St.Mary’s Committee Meeting 

There will be a meeting of the St.Mary’s 

Committee on Wednesday 2nd March at 

7.45pm in the Sacristy. 

St.Lawrence Pastoral Area 

A meeting of the St.Lawrence Pastoral Area took place last Tuesday evening.   

The Pastoral Area is comprised of St.Joseph & St.Benildus & St.Mary’s, St.John’s, The 

Cathedral, The Sacred Heart and Killea parishes. 

The following items were discussed: 

 How as a Pastoral Area, we can provide Masses with a declining  

            number of priests; 

 A joint presentation of the Stations of the Cross, in the city centre on Good Friday; 

 The Year of Mercy: a pilgrimage to a Holy Place in the Diocese; 

 The next meeting will take place in Killea, April 12th, 2016. 

Liturgy Group 

A meeting of subgroups took place recently, to plan for Holy Week services. The 

next Liturgy Group meeting will be in the Parish Centre, Monday 7th March at 

7.30pm. 


