
Gospel Reflection for Easter Sunday 
Truth and Proof 

 

The empty tomb gives our life purpose.  Belief in the resurrection means we can live life 
boldly and well, looking forward to eternal life.  The empty tomb gives us a means to deal 
with pain and suffering, it means that death is not a meaningless end of life, but the door to 
the fullness of life with the risen Christ.  So given that the resurrection is essential to our 
faith, how disappointing it is that this bit of the Bible does not give us more detail.  Are we 
left feeling that we have arrived at the tomb just a little too late to see what happened?  Are 
we left feeling as confused as the original disciples? 
 

We are not at this point to try and work out who moved the stone from the tomb …..  we 
are not asked to play ‘time detective’.  In our human search for certainty all we can do at his 
point is put the resurrection into the context of the rest of Jesus’ life and teachings.  We 
have to trust that everything Jesus has told us is true, and that the resurrection is not just an 
invention to give a tragic story a happy ending, but the realisation of the promises Jesus 
made all along.  
 
 Jesus promised all along that death couldn’t contain us, and the empty tomb points to this 
not necessarily as proof, but as truth.  Scientists teach us that something has to proven  
repeatedly before we can call it a truth, but as Christians, we now that truth abounds all 
around us whether anyone has proved it or not.  Truth does not wait to be proven. 
 

We are not of course, asked to leave our brains at the church door, but we are asked to  

approach Easter with a broad mind and an open heart, and not to see ‘truth’ as something 

we can only find with a textbook and a microscope. 
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NEWSLETTER 
Easter Sunday 

If you wish to prepare next 
Sunday’s Readings: 
2nd Sunday of Easter 
Acts 5:12-16. 
Ps 117;2-4, 22-27. 
Apoc 1:9-13, 17-19. 
Jn 20:19-31. 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
St. Joseph & St. Benildus 
Mon  10.30 am 
Tues 10.30 am 
Wed 10.30 am  
Thurs  10.30am 
Fri       10.30am 
Sat      10.30am & 6.30pm 
Sunday   10.00 am & 12pm  

St. Mary’s Ballygunner 
First Friday 9.30am 
Saturday:   7.00pm 
Sunday:  11am 

MASSES                              26th/27th Mar 2016   2nd /3rd April 2016 
St. Joseph & St. Benildus Church  
 . (Sat )      Vigil ( 9.00pm )    (6.30pm )John Goff 
              
10.00 a.m.( Sun )      Eileen Reynolds    Michael Barry 
         
 
12.00 Noon ( Sun )     Martin Doheny    Alphie Brophy 
        
St. Mary’s Church 
( Sat)                 Vigil ( 9.00pm )    ( 7.00pm ) Tommy Hearne  
          
   
 11.00a.m ( Sun )      Tony Power   Joan & Michael Cummins 
           
 

Please remember in your prayers those who died about a month ago 
Michael O’Donnell,  Bernard Phelan 

Those whose anniversaries and birthdays occur 
Bobby O’Keeffe,  Brendan Sheridan,   

Sr.Catherine Hopkins,  Anastatia O’Shea, 
Betty Barry,  Agnes & Kevin O’Brien, 

Harry Geraghty 
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Last Sunday’s Collection 
 

€3,491 
Thank you for your generous 

offering 

Recent Baptisms 
We welcome  Joe Burke,  
Aoife O’Connor, 
 Jake Tubbritt, and Oliver Hutchinson 
who were baptised recently.  
 Please keep them, their Godparents 
and parents in your prayers. 

Easter Collection 
The Easter Collection for the  
support of the priests is taken up 
this weekend.   
Thank you for your continued  
generosity. 

Holy Week Services 
St.Joseph & St.Benildus Church 
Holy Saturday 26th March: Easter Vigil 9.00pm. 
Easter Sunday  27th March: Masses 10am & 12noon. 
St.Mary’s, Ballygunner 
Holy Saturday 26th March:  9.00pm Easter Vigil. 
Easter Sunday March 27th: 11.00am Mass. 
                                             

 

St.Vincent de Paul 
The monthly SVP collection will be taken 
up next weekend.  Your generosity is  
appreciated. 

Child Safety:  
Important Meeting 

Avril Halley, Safeguarding Children Co-ordinator in the Diocese, would like to 
address all those involved in Ministries in the Parish.  Avril wishes to inform us of 
new protocols in relation to Child Safeguarding.  The meeting will be held on 
Thursday April 7th, in the Parish Hall at 7.30pm. 

An Easter Thank You 
Thanks to all who helped in any way for 
the ceremonies during Holy Week and 
Easter. Gabhaimid buíochas libh go léir. 

First Friday Mass 
Mass for the First Friday of April 
will be celebrated at 9.30am in 
St.Mary’s, Ballygunner  

Live Streaming, St.Joseph & St.Benildus Church Services 
Live services from this Church are available on: 

http://jbmparish.com  and  
www.churchservices.tv/stjosephswaterford  

Lenten Food Baskets 
Non-perishable food items that were donated in both churches are being presented 
to the Society of St.Vincent de Paul.  Your generosity is appreciated. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
The regular Wednesday Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament in St.Joseph & 
St.Benildus Church will not take place 
during Holy Week and Easter Week. 

Weekday Masses in St.Joseph & 
St.Benildus Church 

From Monday to Saturday, March 28th 
to April 1st, daily Mass will be  
celebrated at 10.30am only.  
 
The 7.30am Mass will resume on  
Monday 4th April.  

Christian Solidarity Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
Archbishop Eamon Martin will lead a Christian solidarity pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land from September 9-17, 2016, on a direct flight from Dublin.  It will be an 
opportunity to visit holy sites and walk in the footsteps of Jesus in Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Galilee and Jerusalem.  It will also be an opportunity to visit the tiny 
Christian community in the region known as the “living stones” of the Holy 
land.  Cost: 1,495euro ( approx. £1,168 ) per person sharing.  
 Details and itinerary on www.maptravel.ie or call 01 878 3111.  

Centenary Prayer of Remembrance 
 
Lord, Merciful and Kind, 
I remember the men, women and children 
who died during 1916 and throughout the  
troubled journey of our island’s history. 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha. 
 
Look kindly I pray, on the people of Ireland 
from all traditions, at home and abroad. 
To you, O God, we long to sing a new song of  
compassion, inclusion and engagement in a 
spirit of true freedom. 
 
You know my frail heart and my frayed 
history and now another day begins.  Help me 
to believe in beginnings, and sing a new song  
for Ireland. 
 
Moladh go deo le Dia. 
Praise God forever !                 (www.militarychaplaincy.ie) 

Beannachtaí 
Beannachtaí na Cásca ar gach 
éinne ! 


