
Gospel Reflection for the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of God. 

A Fresh Start 

 
Mary’s destiny had been revealed to her by the Angel Gabriel. Joseph too had been foretold in 
a dream of the virgin birth. But just in case there were any malingering doubts, to have a gang 
of excited shepherds gate-crash the stable re-telling the news that the angels had brought to 
them out on the hills must have been wonderfully reassuring for the new parents. Mary  
certainly had plenty to ponder. For Mary there was a fast unravelling realisation that she was 
part of God’s plan. The birth of the new baby represented a new and exciting beginning, not 
only for Mary, but for us all. 
The first day of the year is the day the Church sets aside for honouring Mary. Mary represents 
true discipleship. Mary exhibits a life of hearing, seeing, and telling of God’s marvellous 
deeds. Mary inspires us to consider deeply the significance of events in our own lives. How 
much in our lives is valuable and how much is not? Do we journey through life oblivious to 
the world around us, or do we resolve to make some kind of impact? If to date we have moved 
blinkered through life, wasting the opportunities that God has scattered in our path, now is the 
time to make a fresh start. Now is the time to make a fresh start based not on the values of our 
celebrity driven society, but on the model of Mary’s selfless love. 
If Mary had made a new year’s resolution in that stable all those years ago, it probably would 

have been to make herself an instrument for God’s will. As for our own resolutions, we could 

live another year of frustration and disappointment, or we could resolve to make Mary our 

model, and look harder for God’s direction in our lives. 
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NEWSLETTER 
New Year 

Feast of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

If you wish to prepare next 
Sunday’s Readings: 
 The Baptism of the Lord. 
Is 42: 1-4, 6-7. 
Ps 28:1-4, 9-10. 
Acts 10:34-38. 
Mt 3: 13-17. 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
St. Joseph & St. Benildus 
Mon     10.30am  
Tues     10.30am 
Wed     10.30 am  
Thurs   10.30am & Vigil 6.30pm 
Fri         11.00am 
Sat        10.30 am & 6.30pm 
Sunday   10.00 am & 12pm  
St. Mary’s Ballygunner 
Thurs Vigil  7pm 
Friday 11.00am 
Saturday: 7pm 
Sunday:  11am 

 

We wish all our parishioners a very Happy New 
Year, and every blessing for 2017. 

MASSES                  31st Dec 2016/1st Jan 2017                      7th/8th Jan 2017 
St. Joseph & St. Benildus Church                                        
6 .30 pm  ( Sat)         Michael Kearney                          Amy Cooke  
    
10.00am ( Sun )                                                                                    Noel O’Shea 
 
12.00pm ( Sun )                                           Niall ( Neil )Larkin                                    Margaret & Aidan
              O’Reilly  

         
            
         
St Mary’s Church  
 7.00pm  ( Sat )             Kay Currid     Michael Lane  
                  
11.00am   ( Sun )                                        Mary Cummins     Cissy Gough 
                    & Della Upton 
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Newsletter Notes:  This Newsletter  welcomes any notices presented for  non -profit making events, subject to certain conditions.  Items 
for inclusion may be handed into the sacristy at St Joseph & St Benildus Church.  The deadline, however, is every Wednesday at 10.00 
a.m.  We are par ticular ly grateful to Intercom for  resources used in this publication.  All details included in this issue were cor rect 
at time of going to print. 

Blessed Sacrament  
Adoration 

There will be no further  
Adoration until the normal  
schedule resumes on Jan 11th. 

 

Coffee Morning 
The weekly Coffee Morning will 
resume its usual schedule 
( Wednesday after 10.30am 
Mass ) on January 11th 2017. 

Exploring the Christian 

Faith                                                                                                                               

The concluding DVD in the 

series will be  presented on 

Wednesday Jan 4th 2017.   

Thursday Prayer Group 
Will resume after 10.30am Mass 
on January 11th. 

January 1st World Day of Peace 

On January 1st  we celebrate the World Day of Peace. 

 In his message for the day, released last month on the theme “Fraternity: 

the Foundation and Pathway to Peace,” the Pope  

underlines how Christians, as children of God, will be held 

 accountable for our actions towards our brothers and sisters and their hu-

man dignity. 

He said that Fraternity is a foundation and pathway to peace and this 

stems from the conviction that we are “all children of one God and are part 

of the same human family,” sharing a common destiny, he said. 

The Pope stressed everyone has a responsibility to build a world which 

“becomes a community of brothers who respect each other, accept each 

other’s differences and take care of each other.”  

We are also called to acknowledge “the violence and injustices  

present in many places around the world,” and we cannot allow  

ourselves to be “indifferent and immobile,” he added.  

Everyone must work to build a society of solidarity and one that is “truly 

more just.” 

Departing from his prepared remarks, Pope Francis explained how moved 

he was by a letter he recently received from a man touched by personal 

tragedy. The man asked him why so many terrible things are happening in 

today’s world: “What has happened to the hearts of men?” the man wrote. 

The Pope repeated the question, asking the faithful: “What has happened 

in the hearts of men, in the heart of  

humanity? It is time to stop! It is time to stop!” 

Remembering that today is a day when believers around the world pray to 

the Lord for the gift of peace and the ability to spread it  

everywhere, the Holy Father called on the Lord to lead mankind on a path 

of justice and peace “more decisively” and to “loosen” the  

hardening of hearts. 

“Peace,” he said, “requires the force of meekness, the force of 

 nonviolence of truth and of love.” And he prayed that "the Gospel of  

fraternity, proclaimed and witnessed by the Church, will speak to every 

conscience and break down the walls that prevent enemies from recogniz-

ing each other as brothers.” 

Change to Daily Mass  
Schedule 

Please note that there will be no 
7.30am Monday to Friday daily 
Mass in St Joseph & St.Benildus 
Church until Monday Jan 9th.  

Please note the Mass times for 
the Vigil Masses this Thursday, 
and Masses for the Holy Day 
this Friday, 6th January.  
Printed overleaf.  

Athbhliain faoi mhaise do gach duine sa pharóiste. 

Please pray for the  
following whose  
anniversaries or birthdays 
occur: 
 
Brian Fitzgerald,  
Noel O’Shea, 
Jerry & Bridget O’Shea,  
Jim Mac Namara,  
Paddy Troy. 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20131208_messaggio-xlvii-giornata-mondiale-pace-2014_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20131208_messaggio-xlvii-giornata-mondiale-pace-2014_en.html

