
Gospel Reflection for the Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Rock the Boat 

 

What gives you that sinking feeling? What is it that you are most afraid of? 

Could it be starting a new job or a new relationship? Could it be public  

speaking, confrontation, ridicule, illness, failure, rejection or death? There’s 

no doubt about it, life is a big tumultuous sea full of hidden dangers. Is it any 

wonder we seek to carve a little niche in which to tuck ourselves away and 

live life safely. 

      In today’s gospel, Peter displays some odd behaviour. The disciples have 

gone ahead of Jesus and are sitting alone in a small fishing boat. Suddenly a 

storm brews up and the disciples are terrified for their lives. Just then, Jesus 

walks over the water telling them, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”       

Surely any of us at this point would have decided to sit tight and wait to be 

rescued. Not Peter! Peter scrambles out of the boat and begins in all faith to 

walk towards Jesus. The great news is that when Peter suddenly got  

frightened and his faith faltered, Jesus was there with a strong arm to hold 

him up. 

      Just as Jesus called Peter from the boat, so Jesus calls us over life’s 

storms. What is it we might venture to do? We might venture to change our 

jobs for something more worthwhile. We might venture to take on some kind 

of voluntary role that we might not previously have considered, or initiate a 

local community project …. a global one even! We might think it makes more 

sense to stick to what we know, but if Peter hadn’t have obeyed the call to 

walk on water he might never have had the great opportunity to experience 

God’s life changing support. So too if we spend our lives splashing around in 

the shallows, we are in danger of missing the opportunity to truly recognise 

God and so deepen our faith. 

It’s said that the safest place to be is not in the boat at all; the safest place is 

out on life’s seas, because that’s where Jesus is! 
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NEWSLETTER 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

If you wish to prepare next 

Sunday’s Readings : 

20th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

Is 56:1, 6-7. 

Ps 66:2-3, 5-6, 8. 

Rm 11:13-15, 29-32. 

Mt 15:21-28. 

MASSES THIS WEEK  

St. Joseph & St. Benildus 

Mon   10.30am & 6.30pm 

Tues 10.00am & 12.00pm 

Weds  10.30am  

Thur   10.30am    

Fri      10.30am 

Sat  :   10.30am & 6.30pm 

Sunday   10.00 am & 12noon 

St. Mary’s Ballygunner 

Mon 14th: Vigil 7pm 

Tues 15th: 11.00am 

Saturday: 7pm Vigil 

Sunday:  11am 

MASSES                 12th/13th August 2017          19th/20th August 2017                                                                       

St. Joseph & St. Benildus Church                                        

6.30pm ( Sat )               Mary Sweeney      Anne Carmody 

 

10.00am ( Sun )                                    Gemma Phelan 

        

12.00pm ( Sun )                                    Mary & Eddie Roles     Claire Carroll (M.M) 

                                                                                                                             

St Mary’s Church  

 7.00pm ( Sat )              Carmel Tobin      Milo Corcoran 

             

 11.00am   ( Sun )                                  Kathleen Leahy     PatrickNugent 

                & Edward Hartley (M.M) 
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Newsletter Notes:  This Newsletter  welcomes any notices presented for  non -profit making events, subject to certain conditions.  Items 

for inclusion may be handed into the sacristy at St Joseph & St Benildus Church.  The deadline, however, is every Tuesday  at 1.00 pm.  

We are particularly grateful to Intercom for resources used in this publication.  All details included in this issue were correct at 

time of going to print. 

Last Sunday’s Collection 

€2,423 

Thank you for your 

generous offering 

 

Please pray for those who died about a month ago 

Claire Carroll  

And those whose anniversaries or birthdays occur:     

Roger McGrath,    David Whittle,   

May Delaney,     Noeleen Lonergan,   

The Hamm Family,    Richard Murray 

Nancy & Kevin O’Gorman 

New Newsletter Format 

As of the middle of August, we will be changing the format of the   

parish Newsletter.  It will be full-colour, and A3 folded. 

Items for inclusion may be handed in to the sacristy or office, or sent 

by email to jbmnews@gmail.com.  

The deadline is every Tuesday at 1pm.  

Parishioners are encouraged to submit items of interest, news of  

upcoming events in the parish, etc., subject to certain conditions.  

Housekeeper Sought 

Housekeeper required for elderly couple in the parish.   

Monday-Friday, 2 hours/day initially.  

Duties to include companionship, light housework, laundry and    

ironing.   

If you think you or someone you know might be interested, please  

contact:087 8546243 

Recent Baptisms 

We welcome  

Sally Ann Molly  

and Aria Mai O’Neill who 

were baptised recently. 

Please keep them, their 

parents and godparents in 

your prayers. 

Change in Daily  Mass 

Schedule 

From Monday 7th August, 

there will be no 7.30am 

Mass in the church of 

St.Joseph & St.Benildus.  

The 10.30am Mass will be 

celebrated as usual. The 

7.30am Mass will  

resume on Monday 28th 

August.  

Beginning Experience 
Beginning Experience is a worldwide specially designed support  

programme for men and women who have suffered the loss of a spouse/partner by 

death, separation or divorce, to work through the grief processs, and to discover for 

themselves that merely “existing” in life can be transformed into “living” a new 

life, though a different one. The next weekend is being held at the Ennismore    

Retreat Centre, Cork from Friday 6th to Sunday 8th October, 2017.  

For further details please contact 087 9886480 

Email: beginningsexperiencecork@gmail.com 

Exam Results 

We wish every blessing on 

our young parishioners who 

will receive the results of the 

Leaving Cert Exams on 

Wednesday 16th August.  

Waterford/S.E Region       

Charismatic Conference 2017               

Come back to me with all your 

heart                                          

Sat 9th & Sun 10th Sept           

Rhu Glenn Hotel                 

(10.am start both days)         

Speakers: Fr .Pat Collins,          

Marie Beirne,  Fr.Damian Ryan,  

Bishop Phonsie Cullinan                  

A Conference Open To All.       

Praise, scripture, testimonies,     

teaching, healing, prayer  ministry, 

Eucharist, Adoration, Mass &  

friendship in the joy of the Holy 

Spirit.                                                 

Weekend: 25€                              

Info: Síle 086 8590394                    

or Mossy: 087 2136812 

Catholic Family Festival 

Catholic Family Festival, Knockadoon, East Cork, Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th 

August. This 2-day festival is being organised by the Dominicans, and is an  

official preparatory event for the World Meeting of Families.  The festival will 

have 40 trained youth workers co-ordinating activities for children, talks for  

mothers and fathers, family rosary, 24-hour continuous Eucharistic Devotion, an 

address by Fr Timothy Bartlett, a family céilí, and Holy Mass.  €85 per family 

( includes meals ).  For information and booking; 

Www.knockadooncamp.ie 

Or phone 085 2258 783 

Mass Times ,Tuesday 15th August Feast of the Assumption 

Vigil, Monday 14th: St.Mary’s 7pm. 

Tuesday 15th, 11.00am. 

Vigil, Monday  14th: St.Joseph & St.Benildus 6.30pm 

Tuesday 15th , 10.00am & 12.00pm 


