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Gospel Reflection for the First Sunday of Lent 18th Feb 2018
It’s Tempting

What are you giving up for Lent? Chocolates .... smoking .... television ...
wine! It’s tempting to think that Lent is about saying a few extra prayers and
giving up sweets or alcohol, but in truth, we are in serious danger of
trivialising Lent. This forty-day journey with Jesus is so much more than
resisting a few bad habits.

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert and he remained there for
forty days presumably to sort his priorities out. Whilst he was there, Satan
confronted him with all the temptations we lesser mortals are great at falling
for .... the promise of wealth, fame, power, and worldly success. Having
overcome Satan’s temptations, Jesus emerged all the stronger, and
proclaiming God’s gospel.

This Lent we are invited to share Jesus’ wilderness experience. Over
the next forty days, we are challenged to retreat into our own wilderness
and face our demons. The power of evil seeks us out in our weaknesses. Lent
is a time when we can strengthen the areas in our life that show weakness.
Lent is a time when we can change our sinful habits, change our minds about
the way we live and decide what we are really about. The wilderness is a
place where we can be tested, where we can get to know ourselves better
and grow in maturity.

The theme of today’s gospel is the close link between the preparation
by Jesus in the desert and the start of his preaching. Lent has an end result.
What end result are we preparing for? In what ways could we emerge all the
stronger by Easter? Could this Lent provide the starting point we need to
change the direction in our lives?

MASS TIMES

ST. JOSEPH & ST. BENILDUS ST. MARY’S, BALLYGUNNER
Sunday Sunday

Vigil 6.30pm, Sunday 10.00am & 12 Noon  7.00pm Vigil, Sunday 11.00am
Monday—Friday Holy Days of Obligation

7.30 am & 10.30am 7.00pm Vigil & 11.00am

Saturday 10.30am First Friday:

Holy Days of Obligation 9.30am

6.30 Vigil and 11.00am

CONFESSIONS

Confessions immediately following the 10.30am on Saturday and at the parish
office by request




BAPTISMS

We welcome Amelia May Keogh, Last Sunday’s Collection
Rian Gerard Lambe, and €9.460
b

Shane Thomas Elliot
who were baptised recently. Thank you for your generous

Please keep them, and their parents and offering
godparents in your prayers.

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES
A national collection for the World Meeting of Families is to be taken up at all Masses on the

weekend of 24th and 25th February 2018.

CAFE THEOLOGY : Granville Hotel, Weds 21Ist Feb 2018.  7.30pm—9.00pm
Vicky Wall, Dungarvan: Have you doubts about the 8th Amendment? Listen to my Story.

Friendship Lunch: Oskar’s. Tuesday |9th Feb, 12.30pm. All welcome. Ph: 087 2554760

Pope Francis’ Lenten Message
In preparation for Easter, God in His providence offers

us the season of Lent as a “sacramental sign of our
conversion”. Lent summons us, and enables us, to come
back to the Lord wholeheartedly and in every aspect of
our life. The Church, our Mother & Teacher, offers us
in the Lenten season the soothing remedy of prayer,
almsgiving & fasting.

By devoting more time to Prayer, we enable our
hearts to root out secret lies & forms of self-deception,
and to find the consolation God offers. He is our Father
& wants us to live life well.

Almsgiving sets us free from greed & helps us to
regard our neighbour as a brother or sister. What | pos-
sess is never mine alone. How | would like almsgiving to
become a genuine style of life for each of us!

Fasting weakens our tendency to violence; it
disarms us & becomes an important opportunity for

growth.

MASSES 17th / 18th Feb 2018 25th/26th Feb 2018
St. Joseph & St. Benildus

6.30pm Saturday James & Esther Hoey Pre Confirmation
10.00am Sunday Molly & John Harney Anna Maher

12 Noon Sunday Joseph Jennings Joe McGrath

William Smith

S t. Mary’s, Ballygunner

7.00pm Saturday Daniel O’Connell Alice, Mick & Jackie
Parle

11.00am Sunday Damien Upton Jim Carroll
& Francis O’Keeffe




Diocesan Listening Process
IN LOVING MEMORY A Listening Process for the development of the

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY: new Pastoral Plan for the diocese will take place

THOMAS WALSH ( DIED RECENTLY IN DUBLIN ) during the months of February and March. Each
TONY HOWLETT (DIED IN USA) session will begin at 7p.m. and finish at 9.30p.m.
Whose birthdays or anniversaries occur : To facilitate participation, parishes are grouped in

Michael Mc Cabe, Brian Moloney , Jack Barriscale, ||| 6 Pastoral Areas. For this parish ( St. Lawrence
Helen & Lawrence Crowley, Pastoral Area ), the date is Monday 26th Feb,

Anastasia & Philip Lahert in the Woodlands Hotel.

OUR JOURNEY THROUGH LENT. SPRING 2018.
TUESDAY AFTERNOONS, 3-4.30PM.
ST. JOSEPH & BENILDUS PARISH CENTRE.
DISCOVER THE FIGURES WHO SHAPED THE CHURCH & CHANGED THE WORLD

Conference: Responding Locally to ‘“Laudato Si”’ : Pope Francis’ Encyclical

“On Care For Our Common Home”.
The purpose of the conference is to identify local, practical and implementable actions that parishes

and groups affiliated to Waterford Public Partnership Network (PNN) can undertake to help increase
awareness of the increasingly disastrous effects of climate change and damage to our

natural eco systems.

Speakers: Fr. Sean McDonagh, Senator Grace O’ Sullivan.

Venue: St. Paul’s Parish Centre. Date: Sat 3rd March 2018.
Time: 9.30am—1.00pm. Registration €5.

Booking: 051 874199: Secretary, St. John’s Pastoral Centre.




SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters - Support Our Advertisers!

a . . . SPRING SERVICE
We will give you a Free family portrait experience OFFER

voucher value €189 S .
from Gerry O'Carroll Photography, 051 304050 Lubrication service,

Full health check
Mercedes-Benz

TOM MURPHY CAR SALES Online Enquiries: tommurphycarsales.com Telephone: 051) 301222  Email: info@ommurphycarsales ™ erg?;l%?—only)

Property and Development Land
for Over 40 Years. Tel: 051 876 514

Selling... Sold!

- Probate and Wills
- Family Law

Ph: 051 841577 Phone: 051-581168

T: 051 874290 E: info@hegartysolicitors.com e ortordiootclinic e

M: 087 6951126 B ... Wewoon|fimrs

Waterford Foot Clinic {4}
TOm Hennessy & S OnS 46 Johnstown, Waterford (beside Delany’s Pharmacy) PP £OtPIEBrgEsIC:|£:
Specialising in the Sale of
Funeral HomE, Johnstown - Conveyancing ‘ Residential, Commercial & Industrial

RESTUARANT
TAKEAWAY & SUSHI BAR 5\\&‘/ Nursing Home & M—-' . 2 Renair
. LOCATED NEAR ALDI, ARDKEEN — . . aintenance epair ror
tomhennessyundertaker@eircom.net Ph: 051.870985 Retirement Village || " e ors

tomhennessyundertakerswaterford.com Ph: 051 303800 Contact Us: 051 588 008

n Like us on
Facebook

Unit 24, Ballinakill S.C.,
Dunmore Road,
Waterford

PJ Mullane Heating & Plumbing Ltd
Unit 1 Kilcohan Industrial Complex,
Ballytruckle,

Waterford 2 Arundel Lane

www.waterfordphysio.ie We've got PM\A Waterford
Treatments are covered by all your back... “Phone: (051) 844124 Come on in Yo Areor food
healthcare providers , Fax: (051) 844122 and o friendly othmesphere
...Call us now! Email: pjmadmin@eircom.net
Tel: 086 831 2621 ey TR Tel: (051) 852 553

Uluru Centre, Dunmore Rd, Waterford.

051 855638 @

www.nolkeopticians.com
Everything looks better at Nolke Opticians

EVO KE Presentation Sisters
invite enquiries from women searching

German Kitchens for a radical Gospel life choice

enquiry@presprone.com

www.presentationsistersne.ie 33 Michael Street
Waterford

Join Presentation

Telephone & Fax : 051 874466

Call Chris: 086 813 79 24

T LU Guiry
URGENTLY g

THIS SPACE IS
LAY REQUIRED B

MOLLOYS

Floor 1 Williamstown Centre Ardkeen FAM I LY BUTC H E RS S I NC E 1 9 3 2
Quadlity affordable family BEEF | LAMB | PORK | POULTRY

dentistry
Tel: 051 874312 * Order Online < Home / Work « Delivery « Click & Collect

www.molloysbutchersardkeen.com

www.evokekitchens.ie

DESIGN, SUPPLY AND
INSTALL EXCEPTIONAL
QUALITY GERMAN
KITCHENS

@ 051-580780
® DECLAN@EVOKEKITCHENS.IE

* Family owned pharmacy - your pharmacists are husband and wife team Darren and Orla.

e Qur priority is customer service and ensuring our patients are getting the best care we can give.

o Great value on prescriptions : Phone us today to see how much you can save: 051 821450.

o All prescription types dispensed - Medical Card, DPS, Private, Long Term illness, Hospital
Emergency. Easy transfer of prescriptions to Castle Pharmacy.

e Lots of handy free parking. We are located at Ballinakill Shopping Centre on the Dunmore Road
in Waterford. Opening hours: Monday to Friday: 8.30am to 6.30pm, Saturday: 9am to 6pm.

For AD information Please Call: St Benildus & St Mary’s,

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited Parish of St Joseph,
@ Christine 086 813 79 24 or 1850 790000 Newtown Road, Waterford





