
Gospel Reflection for the Baptism of the Lord  :   Preparing To Change 

What does Jesus’ baptism say to us? Jesus’ thirty years of        

preparation before his public baptism remind us that it takes time 

to get ready for God’s mission. How many countless hours did  

Jesus spend in prayer? What study, what thought, what agony must 

he have undergone before appearing in front of John to ask him to 

baptize him. It is never too late for any of us to say, “yes” to God.                                                        

 January is a time for new beginnings and fresh resolution. 

John the Baptist was an expert on this. John’s ministry was all about repentance and 

life changing reform … that’s what his baptism was all about. But anyone who has 

ever seriously tried to change themselves will know how difficult change really is. 

Can we really entertain any hopes of becoming braver if we have spent our whole 

lives avoiding confrontation?  Can we really become kinder if we have spent our 

whole lives only thinking of our own needs? All of us can point to parts of our life 

that remain stubbornly unchanged year in and year out. Those who were baptised 

by John were baptised as a sign of their intent to change from their old ways, but 

knowing how difficult change can be, we can’t help wondering how successful they 

must have been. Perhaps John appreciated this too when he said “I have baptised 

you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.”  

We are told that the same Holy Spirit that empowered Jesus at the outset of his 

ministry, is the same Holy Spirit that is given to us in our baptism. This is an        

inspiring thought. Validating our baptism anew every day, knowing that we are filled 

with the Holy Spirit …..  perhaps change isn’t beyond us after all. 

MASS TIMES  
ST. JOSEPH & ST. BENILDUS  

Sunday: Vigil 6.30pm,  

Sunday: 10.00am & 12 Noon  

Monday—Friday  

7.30am  & 10.30am  

(except Holy Days of Obligation) 

Holy Day of Obligation 

6.30pm Vigil and 11.00am  

 

CONFESSIONS  

Confessions immediately  

following the 10.30am on  

Saturday and at the parish 

office by request  

 

St. Mary’s, Ballygunner 

Sunday: 7.00pm Vigil,  

Sunday: 11.00am  

Holy Days of Obligation: 

7.00pm Vigil  & 11.00am  
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IF YOU WISH TO  

PREPARE NEXT  SUNDAY’S  

READINGS :  

2nd Sunday in  Ordinary time 

Is 62:1-5. 

Ps 95:1-3, 7-10. 

1 Cor 12:4-11. 

Jn 2:1-11. 

St. Joseph & St. Benildus 12th/13th Jan 2019    19th/20th Jan 2019 
     
6.30pm Saturday:  Tom Keane    Ger Walsh 
   Richard Purcell  10th Ann. 
                                                          

10.00am Sunday:  Margaret & Aidan O’Reilly   Michael Flavin 

                

12 Noon Sunday:            Tom Sheridan    Frank O’Callaghan. 

                 Ronnie Burke 

St. Mary’s, Ballygunner                                      Deceased Choir Members

                                                         

7.00pm Saturday:    Cissie Cough    Michael Carroll 
                    Michael, Alice & Jack Parle 
         
11.00am  Sunday:     John Gear     Della Upton 
   Margaret Hogan 



Last Sunday’s 

Collection  

€2,628 

Thank you   

Please pray for those who died recently 

Jack Walsh ( Grange Heights ) 

Anthony Brophy 

And those whose birthday or anniversary occurs 

Terry Sheridan,  Frank Rushen,  

 Dr.Donal Deery,  Sean Carraway,  Jimmy O’Neill,  

 Joan Shine 

Why Dine 

Alone? 
The Monthly 

Friendship  

Lunches will  
resume on  Monday 14th January 2019, in the 

Cove Bar, Dunmore Road.   To facilitate Cove 

staff, please be there by 12.30pm!   

Live Streaming of Masses in both 

St.Benildus & St.Mary’s : 
www.churchservices.tv/stjosephswaterford  

AND   

www.churchservices.tv/tmarysballygunner 
Recordings of the Christmas in Benildus 

Concerts may be seen on the same site.  

We look forward to the next event ! 

Parishioners are invited to 

contact the  

Newsletter Team :  

jbmnews@gmail.com  
with items of interest  (of a 

non-commercial nature) for 

inclusion in the bulletin. 

Please note that the deadline 

is 11.00am on the Tuesday 

before printing.  

ALPHA IN ST BENILDUS PARISH CENTRE  -  Sept to Nov 2018 Update  

We started with a team of four and expected to have twelve guests – as we 

were new it was the perfect number.  However, the Spirit had different plans as 

we actually had twenty two guests!!  To our surprise we managed with our small 

team and sharing food etc., our first night proved to be a miracle!  Personally it 

was for me life giving – perhaps the closest experience to how the early church 

must have been – gathering for food, sharing, praying and exploring the message of Christ.   The best 

way to describe how our Alpha experience was, is to share with you some of the comments/words 

used by guests in their feedback:- “Inspiring – Encouraging – Builds parish community – Made new 

friends – Wonderful – Multi-Dimensional experience – Deepening relationship with God – Helps in my 

search for God”  

 Vision for Alpha in our Parish 

Next Alpha begins on March 5th, with new members on our team.  We will extend around two     

hundred invitations and wait for the Holy Spirit to work – one never knows how many people will  

respond.  Following this Alpha, we plan to start our first Connect Group in the Parish where those 

who have completed Alpha will continue to meet.  Members of our team will help with same.  This will 

be a slow process and one guided by the Spirit. 

Open Night on Alpha on Tuesday, January 22nd – 7.00 – 9.00.  Do come along and bring a friend. 

 (Parish Alpha Team) 

 Ecumenical Service :Sunday January 20th at 7.30pm 

Christ Church Cathedral, Waterford. 

To mark the Octave of Prayers for Christian Unity 
Preacher:  Dom Richard Purcell OCSO, Abbot of Mount 

Mellary Abbey 

Dry January 2019 
'Dry January' is an annual invitation to give up alcohol for a month, mainly for 

health reasons but also to save money, either for yourself and your family, or 

for your favourite charity.  

 Ishiara Parish Partnership Committee 
The Ishiara Parish Partnership Committee will meet on Monday evening at 

8.00pm in the parish centre. The committee was delighted to receive Christ-

mas greetings via video link from the parish leadership team in Ishiara. We 

sent Christmas greetings via YouTube which was filmed in the WIT Studio.  
The partnership is currently exploring the possibility of the construction of a 

dam to support the conservation of water in Ishiara.   

Liturgy Group 
The first Liturgy Group meeting of 2019 will take place in the Parish Centre 

on Monday 14th January at 6.30pm.  This group is involved in planning  

various ceremonies, such as at Easter, Sacrament of Reconciliation,  
 Thanksgiving, etc.   If you would like to be involved, please contact the 

parish office 051 878977.   

Parish Pastoral Council 
There will be a meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council 

on Wednesday 16th Jan at 7.30pm in the Parish 

 Centre. 


