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READINGS :
27thSunday in Ordimary Time
Is b: 1-7.

Ps 79:9, 12-16, 19-20.
Phil 4:6-9.

Mt 21: 33-43.
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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

"Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of
God before you." Ouch. If Jesus weren't speaking the truth, this would seem like
a nasty msult. To the ears of the chief priests and elders to whom he was speak-
g, 1t was as good as saying, "You're bigger sinners than the biggest sinners
around." Jesus had a way of cutting to the heart of matters. In this case, he was
calling out these religious leaders for their stubborn resistance to the revelation
of God. At least the "sinners" heard and heeded John the Baptist's message of
repentance. But those who considered themselves too righteous to repent were
missing the opportunity to experience the healing power of mercy.

As we know, God the Father wants to extend mercy to his children. Just as any
good parents want what's best for their children, God wants us to see the truth
and follow it. But he won't force our hand. God always respects our freedom.
He mvites, encourages, assists, and persists in drawing us in, but ultimately the
choice 1s ours. One way God nvites us to spiritual healing 1s through the sacra-
ment of reconciliation. This 1s a perfect example of God's desire to extend for-
giveness. But if we don't take advantage of this gift, we miss the grace that it offers
us.

Let us beware of thinking that we aren't the kinds of sinners that really need to
repent. If we don't acknowledge our need for God's forgiveness we, become like
the chief priests who closed themselves off to God's healing. It doesn't matter
how far we may have fallen-this 1s why Jesus specifies that even "big" sinners can
enter the kingdom of God-rather, what matters 1s that we have hearts open to
recognizing and responding to God's love.

Mass Times:

ST. JOSEPH & ST. BENILDUS
Sunday

Vigil 6.30pm, Sunday 10.00am & 12 Noon
Monday—Friday

7.30am & 10.30am

(except Holy Days of Obligation)

ST. MARY’S, BALLYGUNNER
Sunday

7.00pm Vigil, Sunday 11.00am
Holy Days of Obligation
7.00pm Vigll & 11.00am
First Friday:

9.30am

Holy Day of Obligation
6.30 Vigil and 11.00am

CONFESSIONS
Confessions immediately following the 10.30am on Saturday and at the parish
office by request
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Visitation Ministries: Training Oct 2017
Weds Oct 4th, 7.30-9pm, Parish Centre.

Confidentiality / knowing our story remains private.
Dr. Patricia Smyth

Last Sunday’s Collection

€2,180
Tickets for the Finbar Wright concert are now on sale. Thank you for your

They can be purchased after Mass and from the Theatre generous offering
Royal, and Parish Office.

Thursday Morning Prayer Group :

P & Prai 1
The Thursday Mornin;ag;;ir Grg?;s?cakes place after the Kl ds CO r' ne r'

10.30am Mass. All are welcome. Tea & Coffee after-
wards ! For further info contact Fintan on 086 321 5773

Taizé Prayer
A service of song, silence and contemplation.
Friday 6th October, at 8pm. Edmund Rice Chapel.

Cnoc Bui ARA
The October meeting will take place on 4th Oct at 2pm in the

Woodlands Hotel.
Please have €32 for Christmas Lunch, Dec 6th, in an envelope

with your name & contact details.

Day For Life 2017

Fostering a Culture that Protects Life and Respects Women
There is currently a campaign to remove Article 40.3.3 ( the pro-life article ) from the Constitution of Ireland. It

is exactly 50 years since the 1967 Abortion Act was passed in England, Scotland and Wales. Abortion, though less
available in Ireland than in the UK, is lawful under certain circumstances on both sides of the border.

As we face the immediate challenge here in Ireland, and mark the 50 years since the passing of the 1967 Act on
the neighbouring island, we are drawn to reflect, to pray and to offer practical and emotional support to those in
need. We pray especially for those who have lost a child and for those who are concerned about their pregnancy.
For 40 years, Cura has been providing free support services for women and for men, during pregnancy, after the birth and
after abortion. For information on its location and services, please see www.cura.ie or locall 1850622626

Day for Life is celebrated yearly by the Catholic Church in Ireland, Scotland & Wales. It is a day dedicated to

raising awareness about the meaning and value of human life at every stage and in every condition.
“The gift of a new child, entrusted by the Lord to a father and a mother, begins with acceptance, continues with

lifelong protection and has as its final goal the joy of eternal life. By serenely contemplating the ultimate fulfilment
of each human person, parents will be even more aware of the precious gift entrusted to them. For God allows
parents to choose the name by which he himself will call their child for all eternity”.

(Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia ).
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IN LOVING MEMORY
Please pray for those who died recently
Bernadette Balfe
Matt Houlthan ( The Moorings )

And whose anmiversaries & birthdays occur
Tommy McDonagh,
John B.O’Sullivan, Patricia McGuinness,
Joan Murphy, Joe Finnerty,
Paul Foley.

Sunday Ist October 2017: Mission Month of October

2017
Today marks the first day of the Mission Month of October.

World Mission Ireland is the Holy Father’s official charity for
overseas mission and is responsible for coordinating Mission
Sunday in Ireland. A calendar of events has been put in place by

World Missions Ireland throughout the month of October,
Details of which can be found on our website www.wmi.ie

Recent Baptisms
We welcome

Rian Patrick Cunningham
who was baptised recently.

Please keep him, his parents and

godparents in your prayers.

Life After Loss
An opportunity to explore, understand and find ways of

coping with the loss of a loved one. Talk in confidence to
a trained listener/counsellor in a safe and confidential

setting. 051 858 772
Family Ministry, Diocese of Waterford & Lismore.

Lectio Divina
Wednesday nights, 7.30pm. St John’s Pastoral Centre, John’s Hill, Waterford. Facilitated by the

Sisters of the Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

The Little Sisters of the Poor, StJoseph’s Home, Ferrybank, need more Volunteers to help in our work of
Caring for the Elderly. If you have time to spare, please contact Sr.Rosaline 833 006

MASSES 80TH SEPT/1ST OCT 2017 7TH/8TH OCT 2017
St. Joseph & St. Benildus

6.30pm Saturday Gay Murphy Eileen Kearney
10.00am Sunday Eileen, Tom & Harry Lupton Jim & Mary Quinlan
12 Noon Sunday Bridget Flynn Alan Leahy

St. Mary’s, Ballygunner

7.00pm Saturday Anthony Bolger Paddy Walsh

11.00am Sunday Mary Fitzpatrick Michael Boland




SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters - Support Our Advertisers!

¢ Family owned pharmacy - your pharmacists are husband and wife team Darren and Orla.

e Qur priority is customer service and ensuring our patients are getting the best care we can give.
e Great value on prescriptions : Phone us today to see how much you can save: 051 821450.

o All prescription types dispensed - Medical Card, DPS, Private, Long Term illness, Hospital

Emergency. Easy transfer of prescriptions to Castle Pharmacy.

e Lots of handy free parking. We are located at Ballinakill Shopping Centre on the Dunmore Road
in Waterford. Opening hours: Monday to Friday: 8.30am to 6.30pm, Saturday: 9am to 6pm.

Tom Hennessy& Sons
Funeral Home, Johnstown

T: 051 874290
M: 087 6951126

tomhennessyundertaker@eircom.net
tomhennessyundertakerswaterford.com

- Conveyancing
- Probate and Wills
- Family Law

Ph: 051 841577

Waterford Foot Clinic {3)

46 Johnstown, Waterford (beside Delany’s Pharmacy)

By purceLL

PROPERTIES  scsirics

Specialising in the Sale of
Residential, Commercial & Industrial
Property and Development Land
for Over 40 Years. Tel: 051 876 514

one:
www.waterfordfootclinic.ie

E: info@hegartysolicitors.com
ASIAN FUSION

. RESTUARANT .

TAKEAWAY & SUSHI BAR
LOCATED NEAR ALDI, ARDKEEN

Ph: 051-870985

Email: info@royalgardenardkeen.ie
Web: www.royalgardenardkeen.ie

HAVENWOOD

\\\\&La Nursing Home &
== Retirement Village

Maintenance & Repair for
your Pvc Windows & Doors
Contact Us: 051 588 008
B Faebook

Ph: 051 303800

This 2-Space is Booked

Uluru Centre, Dunmore Rd, Waterford.

www.nolkeopticians.com

Everything looks better at Nolke Opticians

www.fleurdelisbymarie.com

051 855638

PJ Mullane Heating & Plumbing Ltd
Unit 1 Kilcohan Industrial Complex,
Ballytruckle,

Waterford 2 Arundel Lane

Waterford
Come on n Yo greatr feed
and a friendly athmesphere

Tel: (051) 852 553

Phone: (051) 844124
Fax: (051) 844122
Email: pjmadmin@eircom.net
Web: www.pjm.ie

9

P

invite enquiries from women searching
for a radical Gospel life choice

resentation Sisters

enquiry@presprone.com

33 Michael Street
Waterford
Telephone & Fax : 051 874466

www.presentationsistersne.ie

Join Presentation

_THIS SPACE IS

AvaiLasLe

T LU Guiry
URGENTLY
REQUIRED

Think Property. Think Guiry.

guiry.ie
051877575
PSRA Licence No 003618

ﬁ@;@ﬁf@y”g
Barber Shop
rells 089 477 8481

Ballinakill Shopping Centre,
Waterford [
Facebook

Floor 1 Williamstown Centre Ardkeen

Quality affordable family
dentistry

Tel: 051 874312

MO L

FAMILY BUTCH
BEEF | LAMB |

* Order Online « Home / Wo

www.molloysbutchersardkeen.com

LOYS

ERS SINCE 1932
PORK | POULTRY
rk + Delivery - Click & Collect

This 5-Space is Booked

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited

For AD information PI

Christine 086 813 79 24 or 1850 790000

Parish of St Joseph,
St Benildus & St Mary’s,
Newtown Road, Waterford

ease Call:



