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IF YOU WISH TO
PREPARE NEXT SUNDAY’S
READINGS :

2nd Sunday in Ordinary
Time

1 Sam 3:3-10,19.

Ps 39:2,4,7-10

1 Cor 6:13-15, 17-20
Jn 1:35-42

26th Nov 201719th Nov 2017

7th January 2018
Gospel Reflection for the Baptism of the Lord
The Past Doesn’t Have to Equal the Future.

What does Jesus’ baptism say to us? Jesus’ thirty years of prep-
aration before his publlc baptlsm remind us that it takes time

Jesus spend in prayer? What study, what thought, what vision

must he have undergone before appearing in front of John asking for baptism?

What do we learn from Jesus’ baptism? January is a time for new beginnings and fresh resolu-
tion. John the Baptist was an expert on this. John’s ministry was all about repentance and re-
form ... that’s what his baptism was all about. But anyone who has ever seriously tried to
change themselves will know how difficult change really is. We all fondly imagine that change is
just beyond our reach, and all we have to do is reach that little bit further. Perhaps we would
be more giving if we had more money. Perhaps we would be more helpful to others if we
could manage our time better. Perhaps we would manage to be tidier if we had a home exten-
sion. Perhaps we could be happier if we found a perfect partner. Perhaps we could feel better
fulfilled if we changed our job, passed a few more exams, moved to the country, lost weight,
got a promotion, had a baby... the list goes on and on. Yet every January we find ourselves in
much the same situation as the previous year. Those who were baptised by John were bap-
tised as a sign of their intent to change from their old ways, but knowing how difficult change
can be, we can’t help wondering how successful they must have been. Perhaps John appreciat-
ed this too when he said “| have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the
Holy Spirit.”VWhen we look for change in our lives, perhaps we are looking in all the wrong
places. Perhaps all we need to do is to ask the Holy Spirit for help. We are told that the same
Holy Spirit that empowered Jesus at the outset of his ministry, is the same Holy Spirit that is
given to us in our baptism. Validating our baptism anew every day, knowing that we are filled
with the Holy Spirit ..... perhaps change isn’t just beyond our reach after all. The past doesn’t
have to equal the future.

Mass TIMES

ST. JOSEPH & ST. BENILDUS ST. MARY’S, BALLYGUNNER
Sunday Sunday

Vigil 6.30pm, Sunday 10.00am & 12 Noon  7.00pm Vigil, Sunday 11.00am
Monday—Friday Holy Days of Obligation

7.30 am & 10.30am 7.00pm Vigil & 11.00am

Saturday 10.30am First Friday:

Holy Days of Obligation 9.30am

6.30 Vigil and 11.00am

CONFESSIONS

Confessions immediately following the 10.30am on Saturday and at the parish
office by request




Retrouvaille — A Lifeline for Married Couples:
Do you want to improve the communication with your spouse? Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? Are

you hurt, frustrated or angry with your spouse?! Does talking about it only make it worse? The Retrouvaille programme
can help marriages at all stages.

Next programme starts 2nd — 4th February 2018.
For information contact Tony & Anne (01) 495 3536, Mike & Anne (01) 450 0922, text or call 086 413 5440, or email

info@retrouvaille.ie or visit www.retrouvaille.ie.

COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL
Parents’ Baptismal Ministers of the Word
Meeting Rotas for January for Reader in St. Joseph & St. Benildus
Wednesday January |0th, . . . .
8-9pm, upstairs in the Parish Church are available for collection in the Sacristy.

Centre. Come and explore the

sacrament of Baptism, and meet
other parents.

Woaterford Garden Plant Society
The AGM of the above Society will be

held in the St. Benildus Parish Centre on
Wednesday |0th January 2018 at 7.30pm
followed by a lecture on “Pearls of Lake
Como” by Paddy Tobin (ISPS). New
members welcome—subscription €25 per
person for €40 per family) Non members
€5. For further details contact Tom

O’Brien on 873937

Last Sunday’s Collection
€2,822

Thank you for your
generous offering

Pope Francis Prayer Intention of January 2018
On the third day of his recent visit to Myanmar, Pope Francis entered the Kaba Aye Centre, one of the most
important Buddhist temples in Yangon, with his shoes off in accordance with local customs.
There, he delivered a message: "For when we speak with one voice in affirming the timeless value of justice, peace and
the fundamental dignity of each human person, we offer a word of hope." The pope also quoted Buddha himself,
advising, "Overcome the angry by non-anger; overcome the wicked by goodness." This month we are invited to join in
Pope Francis’ prayer intention “... That Christians, and other religious minorities in Asian countries, may be able to
practice their faith in full freedom.”

IN LOVING MEMORY

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY : MARY O’MARA (STOCKPORT) , MARY KELLY LATE OF
THE MOORINGS & HAVENWOOD, , BETTY MCGINN, LATE OF SOUTH PARADE & HAVENWOOD, CHRISTY
BOLGER , LATE OF BALLYGUNNER WHO DIED DURING THE WEEK.
Whose birthdays or anniversaries occur :
Eamon & Noel Long, John & Birdie Noonan, Mick & Nancy O’Leary, Noel O’Shea, Paddy Troy,
Joseph Augustine, Pat Murphy, Richard Purcell, Michael Carroll.




The National Icon for the World Meeting of Families coming to the Cathedral.
The National World Meeting of Families Icon is coming to the Cathedral of the Most Holy Trinity from Wednesday 3rd-
Saturday 13th January 2018. This is part of a National Diocesan tour of Ireland. All are invited to come and see this beauti-
ful Icon.
On Wednesday 3rd January, Bishop Alphonsus Cullinan presided at a Holy Hour for families from 4-5pm. This will be fol-
lowed by mass at 5.30pm.
The Icon, which is extremely large, will be in the Cathedral for 10 days and all are welcome to visit it and leave their peti-
tions. Contemplative communities around Ireland will pray for the intentions collected during the coming year. The peti-

tions will also be brought to World Meeting of Families 2018.

The icon of the Holy Family was specially commissioned by WMOF2018, written by iconographer Mihai Cucu, and assisted
by the Redemptoristine Sisters of the Monastery of St Alphonsus, lona Road, Dublin, as part of their ongoing prayer for
families. The icon was unveiled and anointed on the 21st August 2017, during the launch of the one-year programme of
preparation at the National Novena in Knock, Ireland.

This icon takes the form of a triptych which looks, from the outside, somewhat like a house with front doors. On these
outside doors, we are presented with the Archangels Michael and Gabriel, who carry with them the desire of God to pro-
tect. Their heads are bowed in adoration and service of God, the Holy One. On the base is the inscription “Amoris Laetitia”,
‘The Joy of Love’, the title of Pope Francis’ post-Synodal exhortation on love in the family, the source of our reflections
during the World Meeting of Families 2018.

We see in the centre the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph seated at table, sharing a meal and sharing their faith.
Their faith was celebrated in their home. It is in our home that the reality of God-with-us is communicated and passed on
to future generations. Their gathering around the table is reminiscent of the Three Angels in the famous 15th century Icon
of the Holy Trinity by Andrei Rublev. Christian Marriage is sometimes compared with the Holy Trinity, as a communion of
the giving and receiving of love that is life-giving. Indeed, the family is called to be the “living icon” of the Most Holy Trini-
ty. Similarly to the icon above, the Holy Family have a place at their table for us. They invite us to join them. They are no
strangers to the trials of family life. They themselves have been refugees, fleeing the violence of Herod. They have known
great anxiety. Hence the radishes and bitter herbs of the Passover meal represent the sorrows and trials of the people of
Israel in their slavery also represent for us the trials and sacrifices of patience and love experienced in every family. The
presence of the unleavened bread and cup of wine on their table call to mind the Eucharist for us.

Flanking the Holy Family icon are those two Gospel narratives: the Raising of Jairus’ Daughter and the Wedding Feast of
Cana. Passages in the Gospels in which we see Jesus’ deep compassion and concern for marriage and for those living with
the burdens of family life.

Anicon is not like a photograph, nor is it a portrait. It is an image which invites us to prayer. It is our hope that it will invite
people to prayer while we prepare our hearts for World Meeting of Families 2018.

The Icon has now started to travel to each diocese in Ireland to encourage reflection and prayer as part of the journey of
preparations to WMOF2018. The icon is accompanied by petition boxes, where families can write their intentions and
prayer. Contemplative communities around Ireland will pray for the intentions collected during the coming year. The
petitions will also be brought to World Meeting of Families 2018.




SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters - Support Our Advertisers!

KEEPING THINGS IN PERSPECTIVE

When you decide it's time to give yourself and your family a treat like changing or

upgrading your car to a 2018 model check us out now for the deal of a lifetime

Mercedes-Benz
TOM MURPHY CAR SALES

Online Enquiries: tommurphycarsales.com Telephone: 051) 301222

Email: info@ommurphycarsales

Tom Hennessy& Sons
Funeral Home, Johnstown

T:
M:

051 874290
087 6951126

tomhennessyundertaker@eircom.net
tomhennessyundertakerswaterford.com

Waterford Foot Clinic {4}

46 Johnstown, Waterford (beside Delany’s Pharmacy)

- Conveyancing
- Probate and Wills
- Family Law

Ph: 051 841577

Phone: 051-581168

www.waterfordfootclinic.ie

By purceLL

PROPERTIES  scsirics

Specialising in the Sale of
Residential, Commercial & Industrial
Property and Development Land
for Over 40 Years. Tel: 051 876 514

E: info@hegartysolicitors.com
. ASIAN FUSION .
RESTUARANT

TAKEAWAY & SUSHI BAR
LOCATED NEAR ALDI, ARDKEEN

Ph: 051-870985

Email: info@royalgardenardkeen.ie
Web: www.royalgardenardkeen.ie

HAVENWOOD

\\\&‘/va Nursing Home &
= Retirement Village

Ph: 051 303800

Maintenance & Repair for
your Pvc Windows & Doors
Contact Us: 051 588 008

Like us on
Facebook

Unit 24, Ballinakill S.C.,
Dunmore Road,

Waterford
www.waterfordphysio.ie We've got
Treatments are covered by all your back...
healthcare providers
...Call us now!

Tel: 086 831 2621

PJ Mullane Heating & Plumbing Ltd
Unit 1 Kilcohan Industrial Complex,

Ballytruckle,
.

Flowers for any occasion

tre, Dunmore R

Waterford

Phone: (051) 8441
Fax: (051) 844122
Email: pjmadmin@eircom.net
Web: www.pjm.ie

Tel: 051-304 531
Mob: 085 190 9339
Email: fleurdelisbymarie@gmail.com

www.fleurdelisbymarie.com

Uluru Centre, Dunmore Rd, Waterford.

www.nolkeopticians.com

051 855638

9

Everything looks better at Nolke Opticians

2 Arundel Lane

Waterford
Come on n Yo Arear Ffood
and o friendly athmesphere

Tel: (051) 852 553

EVOKE

German Kitchens

Call Chris: 086 813 79 24

www.evokekitchens.ie

DESIGN, SUPPLY AND

INSTALL EXCEPTIONAL
QUALITY GERMAN
KITCHENS

@ 051-580780
® DECLAN@EVOKEKITCHENS.IE

Floor 1 Williamstown Centre Ardkeen

Quality affordable family
dentistry

Tel: 051 874312

EVOK RE

Presentation Sisters
invite enquiries from women searching
for a radical Gospel life choice

enquiry@presprone.com

www.presentationsistersne.ie

Join Presentation

Kubilay’s

Barber Sh op

Talls 477 8481

Ballinakill Shopping Centre,

Waterford [ £
-acebool

MOLLOYS

FAMILY BUTCHERS SINCE 1932
BEEF | LAMB | PORK | POULTRY
* Order Online < Home / Work « Delivery « Click & Collect

www.molloysbutchersardkeen.com

T LU Guiry
URGENTLY
REQUIRED

Think Property. Think Guiry.

33 Michael Street
Waterford
Telephone & Fax : 051 874466

guiry.ie
051877575
PSRA Licence No 003618

* Family owned pharmacy - your pharmacists are husband and wife team Darren and Orla.

e Qur priority is customer service and ensuring our patients are getting the best care we can give.

o Great value on prescriptions : Phone us today to see how much you can save: 051 821450.

o All prescription types dispensed - Medical Card, DPS, Private, Long Term illness, Hospital
Emergency. Easy transfer of prescriptions to Castle Pharmacy.

e Lots of handy free parking. We are located at Ballinakill Shopping Centre on the Dunmore Road
in Waterford. Opening hours: Monday to Friday: 8.30am to 6.30pm, Saturday: 9am to 6pm.

®

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited
For AD information Please Call:
Christine 086 813 79 24 or 1850 790000

Parish of St Joseph,
St Benildus & St Mary’s,
Newtown Road, Waterford



