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Gospel Reflection for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 18th Mar 2018
Unless A Grain of Wheat Falls

‘Eat drink and be merry .....for tomorrow we die.’ In a life or
death situation, human nature would always prompt us to hold
on to life no matter what the consequences, but in today’s
gospel a grain of wheat is used to teach us a valuable lesson.
The selfless grain of wheat falls and dies to enable a fresh
harvest. What point is there in choosing life, if that life boils
down to nothing more than self preservation? On the other

hand, what great value death, if that sacrifice gives others life.
Many of us fail to understand why Jesus perceived the necessity of going to

Jerusalem where he knew he would die. Wouldn’t it have made more sense for him
to bypass Jerusalem and carry on teaching into his dotage? Jesus however, isn’t about
to compromise his purpose.

Jesus determines to give his life so others can find true life. This is what Christianity
is all about. Jesus teaches us that we must ‘die to self’ before we can be of any use to
God. Letting one’s own ambition die to be replaced by God’ plans for us? ‘Dying to
self? Could we blamed for not feeling enthused? How many of us really see the
wisdom in ditching our own exciting life plans to go around being holy? Perhaps we
need to think again about how exciting our ambitions really are. Perhaps sacrificing
our own agenda and recognising God’s plan in our lives could be the best and most
exciting thing that ever happened to us. Perhaps sacrificing something of ourselves
for a greater purpose could put us in touch with who we really are.

“Eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we die.” This epitomizes everything as
Christians we are not!

MASS TIMES

ST. JOSEPH & ST. BENILDUS ST. MARY’S, BALLYGUNNER
Sunday Sunday

Vigil 6.30pm, Sunday 10.00am & 12 Noon  7.00pm Vigil, Sunday 11.00am
Monday—Friday Holy Days of Obligation

7.30 am & 10.30am 7.00pm Vigil & 11.00am

Saturday 10.30am First Friday:

Holy Days of Obligation 9.30am

6.30 Vigil and 11.00am

CONFESSIONS

Confessions immediately following the 10.30am on Saturday and at the parish
office by request




BAPTISMS

We welcome Rian Patrick Clooney, Last Sunday’s Collection
Amber Holly Walsh, Elva Quinn Murphy €3,008 ( 2 weekends )
who were baptised recently. Thank you for your generous
Please keep them, and their parents offering

and godparents in your prayers.

RECONCILIATION SERVICE
You are invited to join us for the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Monday 26th March at

71.30pm. Please consider joining us and making an extra effort for Holy Week, the most
important week in the Church year. This is not Mass, but a chance to go to Confession
and receive absolution. The service will consist of prayers, readings & Taizé hymns.
During the ceremony you will be invited, if you wish, to approach one of the five priests

and ask forgiveness for your sins.
Every time we celebrate this sacrament, we become more deeply aware of the infinite

mercy and love God has for us, and accepts us as we truly are.
We held a similar service on the Monday of Holy Week last year, and the feedback was

very positive. It is a very meaningful ceremony, and all are invited to attend.

Traditional Latin Masses in Waterford Cathedral

A Traditional Latin Mass with Gregorian Chant will be celebrated on Sunday |8th March at I0AM and on Monday 19th March (Feast of St
Joseph) at |1.30am in Holy Trinity Cathedral, Barronstrand Street, Waterford City. All are most welcome . Celebrant Fr. Andrzej Komorowski
Rosary to the Mass Rocks

Fr will also lead a Rosary for Life and Faith at Our Lady of Waterford's Statue in Saint Saviours Priory, Bridge Street, Waterford City on

Sunday [8th March at 2.30pm.
OUR JOURNEY THROUGH LENT. SPRING 2018. TUESDAY AFTERNOONS, 3-4.30PM.

ST. JOSEPH & BENILDUS PARISH CENTRE.
DISCOVER THE FIGURES WHO SHAPED THE CHURCH & CHANGED THE WORLD



IN LOVING MEMORY

TONY O’ GRADY, BREDA PHELAN,
DELIA CARROLL

Patrick O’Shea, Sedn Rafier, Charlie Ware,
Canon Frank Hopkins, Melanie Stynes,
Jim Morrison, Barbara Hearne,

Olga Bagnriv, Thea O ’Shea,

Frank & Joan O ’Mahony.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY

Whose birthdays or anniversaries occur :

St Joseph Husband of Mary, 19th March
Joseph was wholeheartedly obedient to God .... In marrying Mary, in naming Jesus, in shepherding the precious pair to Egypt, in bring-
ing them to Nazareth, in the undetermined number of years of quiet faith and courage. The Bible pays Joseph the highest compliment
in calling him a “just” man. This just man lived his life by faith, seeking to do good in every concrete circumstance of life .... a model for

fathers everywhere.

International Day for the

Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 2Ist March
How can we create a future free of racial discrimination? The first

thing is not to see it as an insurmountable problem. There are
things that every generation can do to bring about racial harmony.

Here are a few starters.

e Aim not to laugh at jokes that perpetuate discrimination.
* Educate yourself. Learn something new about someone else's

culture.
* Read up on the political background of the countries of our refu-

gees and asylum seekers.
* Give the children of the family the opportunity to mix with chil-

dren of other backgrounds.
* Don't be put off befriending neighbours, just because their accent

is difficult to understand.

St.Mary’s and Havenwood Rotas
The Rotas for Ministers of the Word, Eucharistic

Ministers and Rotas for Havenwood are available in
the Sacristy in St.Mary’s.

A volunteer list for ministers at Easter is also in the
Sacristy.....please sign if you are available to take part.

Bank Holiday Monday

As Monday |9th is a Bank Holiday in lieu of
St. Patrick’s Day, there will only be one Mass, at

10.30am.

Earth Day, 22nd March 2018
On Earth Day, Pope Francis urges everyone to see the world through the eyes of God the Creator.
This year's theme urges the world to End Plastic Pollution, including creating support for a global effort
to eliminate single-use plastics along with global regulation for the disposal of plastics.




SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters - Support Our Advertisers!

a . . . SPRING SERVICE
We will give you a Free family portrait experience OFFER

voucher value €189 S .
from Gerry O'Carroll Photography, 051 304050 Lubrication service,

Full health check
Mercedes-Benz

TOM MURPHY CAR SALES Online Enquiries: tommurphycarsales.com Telephone: 051) 301222  Email: info@ommurphycarsales ™ erg?;l%?—only)

Property and Development Land
for Over 40 Years. Tel: 051 876 514

Selling... Sold!

- Probate and Wills
- Family Law

Ph: 051 841577 Phone: 051-581168

T: 051 874290 E: info@hegartysolicitors.com e ortordiootclinic e

M: 087 6951126 B ... Wewoon|fimrs

Waterford Foot Clinic {4}
TOm Hennessy & S OnS 46 Johnstown, Waterford (beside Delany’s Pharmacy) PP £OtPIEBrgEsIC:|£:
Specialising in the Sale of
Funeral HomE, Johnstown - Conveyancing ‘ Residential, Commercial & Industrial

RESTUARANT
TAKEAWAY & SUSHI BAR 5\\&‘/ Nursing Home & M—-' . 2 Renair
. LOCATED NEAR ALDI, ARDKEEN — . . aintenance epair ror
tomhennessyundertaker@eircom.net Ph: 051.870985 Retirement Village || " e ors

tomhennessyundertakerswaterford.com Ph: 051 303800 Contact Us: 051 588 008

n Like us on
Facebook

Unit 24, Ballinakill S.C.,
Dunmore Road,
Waterford

PJ Mullane Heating & Plumbing Ltd
Unit 1 Kilcohan Industrial Complex,
Ballytruckle,

Waterford 2 Arundel Lane

www.waterfordphysio.ie We've got PM\A Waterford
Treatments are covered by all your back... “Phone: (051) 844124 Come on in Yo Areor food
healthcare providers , Fax: (051) 844122 and o friendly othmesphere
...Call us now! Email: pjmadmin@eircom.net
Tel: 086 831 2621 ey TR Tel: (051) 852 553

Uluru Centre, Dunmore Rd, Waterford.

051 855638 @

www.nolkeopticians.com
Everything looks better at Nolke Opticians

EVO KE Presentation Sisters
invite enquiries from women searching

German Kitchens for a radical Gospel life choice

enquiry@presprone.com

www.presentationsistersne.ie 33 Michael Street
Waterford

Join Presentation

Telephone & Fax : 051 874466

Call Chris: 086 813 79 24

T LU Guiry
URGENTLY g

THIS SPACE IS
LAY REQUIRED B

MOLLOYS

Floor 1 Williamstown Centre Ardkeen FAM I LY BUTC H E RS S I NC E 1 9 3 2
Quadlity affordable family BEEF | LAMB | PORK | POULTRY

dentistry
Tel: 051 874312 * Order Online < Home / Work « Delivery « Click & Collect

www.molloysbutchersardkeen.com

www.evokekitchens.ie

DESIGN, SUPPLY AND
INSTALL EXCEPTIONAL
QUALITY GERMAN
KITCHENS

@ 051-580780
® DECLAN@EVOKEKITCHENS.IE

* Family owned pharmacy - your pharmacists are husband and wife team Darren and Orla.

e Qur priority is customer service and ensuring our patients are getting the best care we can give.

o Great value on prescriptions : Phone us today to see how much you can save: 051 821450.

o All prescription types dispensed - Medical Card, DPS, Private, Long Term illness, Hospital
Emergency. Easy transfer of prescriptions to Castle Pharmacy.

e Lots of handy free parking. We are located at Ballinakill Shopping Centre on the Dunmore Road
in Waterford. Opening hours: Monday to Friday: 8.30am to 6.30pm, Saturday: 9am to 6pm.

For AD information Please Call: St Benildus & St Mary’s,

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited Parish of St Joseph,
@ Christine 086 813 79 24 or 1850 790000 Newtown Road, Waterford



